CHAPTER   II
THE   SACRIFICE  OF   ISAAC

THIS has been one' of the favourite Old Testament
stories and is still to be found in very many schemes
of instruction for infants and for the lower classes
of senior schools.1 Its inclusion may be accounted
for by the fact that it is considered to provide through
Abraham's trust and devotion a lesson in faith, by
Isaac's submission a lesson in obedience, and by
various incidents and circumstances " types " of our
Lord's sacrifice.

Let us examine its effect upon the young and
tender mind. The idea of a father slaying his son
belongs to a spiritual and mental environment almost
entirely divorced from that of a child in a present
day English home, of whatever class of society.
That a father to-day should think for a moment of
slaying his son is shocking and abhorrent, and the
act, under whatever stimulus committed, would

1 Out of 31 syllabuses issued by Diocesan and Local Education
Authorities that have come under the present writer's notice,
this subject is included in the work assigned for children of
eight years or under in 25, and in 10 of these it is prescribed for
children of six or under. In justice to all concerned, it should be
pointed out that where the appended syllabus is in use, the story
is not dealt with until the pupils have reached the age of eleven.
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